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Product line : client application

ROLE
The Observation client is an end user software that connects to the Observation server, it is a universal remote user
tool for accessing CATS and exploiting lightning information.

PRINCIPLE
A PC based software has been developed to allow the end user to perform lightning data processing from it’s own
location. Many such user can connect at the same time to the CATS server, they can be located remotely and
connected through a wide area network, or be connected to a local area network where the CATS server is installed.
Lightning data can be obtained in real time or extracted from the Lightning Data Base. Local processing capabilities
can be controlled through the Customer Data Base.
The program displays a background map representing the observed geographical region, and lightning data is
superimposed on this image.

FUNCTIONS
The main functions offered are :

• Communication with the server over X.25, IP, asynchronous line
• Automatically switches to a backup server if necessary
• Flash data can be archived for later replay, storage capacity exceeds 1 million flashes

• Screen copy
• Zoom to reduce the observed region and enrich the display with smaller objects.
• Coordinates of any point on screen, distance between any two points

• Display of each individual flashes
• Statistical display to show lightning density over a grid
• Histogram of positive and negative flashes over time, allows to forecast end of activity.
• Flash characteristics (date, position, polarity, ...) can be obtained on screen or send to a file or printer

• Up to 1000 alarm areas of any shape (circle, line, polygon)
• Pre-alarm and alarm for each area; the trigger can be a given number of flashes inside the area, or a given flash

density.
• Supports an add-in relay board to start an external process when alarm triggers

• Received flashes and alarms can be redistributed over a serial port to a host computer

• Log file and administrator’s password

PRE-REQUISITE
an Observation server, and a network to connect to the CATS server

CONTENT
one single user license


